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In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate

Statement of the Vice-Minister in charge of International Affairs,
Ministry of Education of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Commitment to Transforming Education Ministerial Roundtable

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have come together in this pre-summit to reflect on challenges such as war and conflicts, poverty,
inequality, climate change, and Covid-19 that pose serious problems for education worldwide, as well
as the implementation of national plans and priorities. To address these challenges, we need to
acknowledge the root causes properly. If our ideal is to create a decent life and a safe world, we
should focus on moral values, honoring family, respecting the environment, justice, rejecting violence
and extremism, providing a moral safe and secure cyberspace, and media education, as priorities for
education transformation.

The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran recognizes the right to free public education as the
right of all members of society. Based on national policies, needs and priorities, the Supreme Leader
of the Islamic Republic of Iran instructed the relevant authorities to devise the transformation
framework of the country to strengthen the education system in order to realize quality and equitable
education for all. In this regard, the Fundamental Reform Document of Education (FRDE) in the
Islamic Republic of Iran was drafted and approved in December 2011, based on the philosophy of
Islamic and Iranian education and devising an Islamic-Iranian paradigm for change.

From a quality perspective, the new education system aims to transform a memory-oriented system to
one focusing on research, skills, creativity, and training, taking into account national cultural and
religious values and education.

Since the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic, we have designed a virtual social network for millions
of students and teachers to gain access to digital educational packages in a safe and secure space.
During the pandemic, voluntary public and private sponsors assisted the education system by
providing digital devices to students around the country.

We believe that a moral and a family-oriented education are basic elements in the transformation of
education in the future world. The family is the first and most essential educational institution in
human societies. The smallest unit of society has however a prominent role in any educational
transformation plan,and we Dbelieve that family-strengthening initiatives are essential to
supporting healthy child development and minimizing the risk of child abuse and neglect.

Finally, in light of the Fundamental Reform Document of Education (FRDE), which provides the
most relevant responses for Iran’s national educational system, we reserve the right not to abide by
any provisions of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Education 2030 Framework for
Action, and the Berlin Declaration on Education for Sustainable Development which may contradict
national priorities, regulations, legislation and policies, or Islamic principles, or the cultural and
religious norms, traditions and values of the Iranian society.



Ideas and Experiences of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Action Track 1: Inclusive, Equitable, Safe and Healthy Schools

The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran recognizes "the right to free public education" as the
right of all members of society, regardless of class, ethnicity, religion, or gender, and has exercised it
despite restrictions imposed by cruel US sanctions over the past four decades.

The Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran has strongly demanded the transformation of the
country's education system and the realization of quality and educational equity in order to educate
citizens with an Iranian-Islamic identity as well as global concerns. In this regard, the "Fundamental
Change Document of Education of the Islamic Republic of Iran" was drafted as a national pact. The
focus of this document is to realize the idea of a "competent or healthy school" to help develop a
"righteous or healthy individual", to develop the "competent or healthy family" and ultimately "a
competent or healthy community".

In addition to setting up about 105,000 schools, the activities of more than 200 single-student schools
and nomadic and rural education, boarding, multi-grade classes and mobile libraries and laboratories
for equal access of all to educational opportunities are examples of equitable education.

Despite the long history of early childhood care and development in the Islamic Republic of Iran, an
attempt was recently initiated by the establishment of the National Early Childhood Education
Organization to provide greater enrollment and quality training services.

The Literacy Movement Organization has more than four decades of experience in the reduction of
the adult illiteracy rate through the use of the capacity of volunteer educators.

Most of the schools of the Islamic Republic of Iran operate from the ages of 7 to 18 in single-sex
education to provide on the one hand an educational planning based on gender distinction in a safe
space, and on the other hand to prevent social and educational harm, early puberty, high-risk sexual
behaviors and interference with gender identities. Of course, in most Iranian higher education
institutions, both sexes are offered educational opportunities in co-educational spaces.

For about a decade, nearly 500,000 Afghan refugee girls and boys living in Iran have been able to
easily access appropriate schooling opportunities, even in the absence of a valid identity document.

In the NAMAD project, as one of the cross-sectoral projects in Iran, schools play a serious role as a
gateway for identifying psychological and social disorders and referring them to social support
institutions.

Free student nutrition, especially in the form of pasteurized milk, is provided in schools.

100% of students receive assessment and diagnosis before entering the first grade of primary school,
and children with special needs are identified to receive special education services.

Dedicated instructors provide counseling, physical education and comprehensive training services and
out-of-school camps, and a dedicated management unit for this type of educational affairs has been
planned to arrange these issues from the staff level to the school level.



Action Track 2: Learning and Life Skills, Work and Sustainable Development

In the words of the Holy Prophet of Islam, Mohammad (PBUH), "Whoever does something without
knowledge and expertise will ruin more than he /she builds". The Fundamental Transformation
Document and the National Curriculum of Education of the Islamic Republic of Iran, based on the
Islamic philosophy of education, was approved for the first time a decade ago in the form of six
educational dimensions: religious, devotional and moral; social and political; biological and physical;
aesthetic and artistic; economic and professional; scientific and technological.

Lifestyle and working skills have a good place in the National Curriculum Document and the
evolutionary turn in the curricula, along with teaching general and basic competencies, is towards
learning basic life skills needed for work and entrepreneurship, especially technological
entrepreneurship and lifelong learning, in order to prepare students for the challenges of the digital
and virtual age and the complex world of the future. Therefore, the new education system has changed
from memory-oriented curricula to research-oriented, skill-oriented, creativity-oriented, and training-
oriented curricula, and continues to advance through the use of active methods and new theories of
teaching-learning in line with competency-based training and evaluation.

Some of the achievements which are worth mentioning are as follows:

- The development of technical, vocational and skills education in secondary school and the training
of 1,000,000 students in 200 fields in accordance with the needs of the labor market and spatial
planning with a futuristic approach.

- Teaching courses such as work and technology, thinking and research, and lifestyle in the sixth
grade of primary and lower secondary schools, courses like "human and environment",
"entrepreneurship and production”, "family management and lifestyle", “social identity” and “non-
technical competencies of sphere of work” in upper secondary schools in line with basic life skills and
citizenship education, as well as the inclusion of basic life skills topics in all subjects.

- Planning for media education, digital literacy and economic and financial literacy for students.

- Teaching at least one professional skill to lower secondary school students as well as those studying
in upper secondary school in a theoretical branch of study.

- Development of about 700 student research centers and Young Scholars Club, and 10 national poles
for biotechnology, new energies, stem cells, nanotechnology, robotics, herbal plants, literature and
humanities, coding and astronomy.

- Holding camps, competitions, and scientific, research, and entrepreneurship events, as well as skill
Olympiads and science-fantasy festivals for students.



Action Track 3: Teachers, Teaching and the Teaching Profession

Just as in the aim of "Transforming our World" of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda we
must first answer the question, "Towards which world?", in transforming education we should also
answer the question, "Education for which goals and which meaning of life?"

Relying on the commonalities of humanity, we believe that it is possible to choose monotheistic,
spiritual, moral and resurrection directions and goals for educational transformation, in which the
student learns four areas: relationship with the self, relationship with God, relationship with people
and relationship with God's creation, and is prepared for a pure and healthy life. These goals affect
educational content, knowledge and the skills of teachers, and it causes the teaching profession to leap
from an educational profession to a developmental profession, and elevates the teaching profession
from a job to a mission. For the effectiveness of the teaching profession, the teacher's connection with
the family of students and attaching importance to the family foundation by the teacher is essential.

The family, in its original and complete sense, is central to life and the divine world, since it is the
smallest and most enduring sacred entity and is considered as the first school for children and
adolescents as well as a supplement to formal education. However, today the family foundation is in
danger due to human distance from divine principles. The collapse of the family system and the
design of fabricated family styles, the deprivation of children of the right to have both a mother and a
father, the transformation of the family circle into a dormitory, and the extinction of the reproduction
through illegitimate marriages are among the problems in the education system.

Therefore, in transforming the educational system, it is appropriate to highlight the approach of
honoring and preserving the family, and for teachers to address this issue professionally. Respecting
quality parenting, the role of family leadership and the role of parents in monitoring the cultural,
media and digital consumption of children and adolescents and preparing adolescents to form a
healthy family are examples of the necessary training that the Islamic Republic of Iran is ready to
share its valuable experiences with those interested.

Finally, it is worth emphasizing that "divine, spiritual, moral and resurrection education" and "family-
oriented education" are basic elements in the transformation of education in the future world by
teachers.



Action Track 4: Digital Learning and Transformation

During the Covid-19 pandemic, due to the increase in the level of access of children and adolescents
to unsafe Internet content and abandonment in cyberspace, we have faced a change in the educational
paradigm and the transition from school-based and family-oriented education to media-based and
community-based education.

In fact, it is the owners of the media and digital industries who train the next generation towards
globalization and the elimination of subcultures and national identities, and create the four layers of
cognition, attitude, perspective and behavior of children and adolescents, and take the school
institution out of the system of influence.

It is necessary for the school institution, with a comprehensive and 360 degrees educational approach,
to develop a new model of media education in the six educational fields: 1. Belief, devotional and
moral education; 2. social and political education; 3. biological and physical education; 4. aesthetic
and artistic education; 5. economic and professional education; and 6. scientific and technological
education. Schools should attach priority to empowering parents in digital parenting, training digital
instructors, integrating media with school courses and educational activities, and promote the students'
digital intelligence quotient.

The path of media education goes beyond media literacy; it consists of the following four stages that
deserve to be considered in transformation of education:

The first step is to create a profound and effective awareness of growth, the media, digital cyber-space
and positive or destructive interactions, or immediate or long-term consequences.

The second stage is the development of appropriate media and conscious selection skills, which are
essential for the creation of media consumption management systems based on skills development and
a growth-oriented approach.

The third step is to develop technological expertise in actively confronting the media and the digital
world, so as to provide a critical confrontation and participation in targeted digital production while
consuming.

The fourth step is to pay attention to educational reforms after media consumption, because media
consumption has consequences such as insufficient physical displacement, visualization of the mind,
reduced emotional interactions with family, increased inner excitement, technology dependence,
decreased mental God-given abilities, increased cognitive and aura errors, and impaired individual
and social development.

Gaining experience in the model of media education from the top schools of the Islamic Republic of
Iran can be a practical answer for those who are interested. For example, the Islamic Republic of Iran
has designed and implemented a student virtual social network (SHAD) with 15 million students as
users, and produced and exchanged billions of digital educational packages in a safe and healthy
environment with accurate data under the management of teachers and schools.



Action track 5: Financing of Education

Regarding the sources of financing education in the Islamic Republic of Iran, on one hand, a part of it
is provided by the government which indeed is challenged seriously by unjust sanctions, and on the
other hand, due to the bottlenecks caused by sanctions, an important part is done through charitable
non-governmental organizations (NGOs). Throughout the history of Iran, there has always been a
tendency for charity and charitable causes that stems from a sense of monotheism, religiosity and
philanthropy. In the meantime, the humanitarian teachings of the Holy Quran, the Holy Prophet of
Islam (PBUH), the Imams (AS) and the righteous of the religion have constantly emphasized
charitable causes with the direct aim of spreading science and education. However, some new sources
of education financing in the Islamic Republic of Iran are addressed as follows:

- The provision of infrastructure (construction of schools, colleges, dormitories, etc.) to improve the
education of students and granting interest-free loans to them, through NGOs, donors and educational
volunteers. Out of 530 thousand available classrooms, over 107,000 have been built by the efforts of
the Country's School-Building Charity Community, founded by the late Dr. Hafezi and his
companions.

- During the Covid-19 pandemic in the Islamic Republic of Iran, through spontaneous public sponsors
with different financial strengths, digital tools for distance learning and the Internet as well as living
subsistence for needy students were provided with unwavering support in all parts of the country to
prevent them from being left behind.

-In line with the knowledge-based economy, more than forty science and technology parks and 200
technology development centers have been activated in universities. Among the goals of these entities
is income generation for educational institutions through research contracts.

- Mission-oriented and centralized policies have been implemented in the form of the establishment of
non-governmental innovation and prosperity funds. Since 12 years ago, more than 45 funds have been
established in partnership with universities, which are the largest sponsors of knowledge-based
companies.

- Construction camps are an example of financing education in which young people voluntarily build
schools with free building materials. Some 10,000 groups are active in this field.

- Developed countries and international charities deserve to fulfill their social responsibility in
meeting the educational needs of less-developed countries, refugees and displaced persons affected by
wars and natural disasters, without discrimination, without making this aid a place for political
influence, but rather only on the basis of a humanitarian mission.
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