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National Statement of Commitment for Refounding and 
Trans forming Education in Honduras   

 
Trans forming Education Summit 2022 

 
Our world, as  well as  Honduras , is  facing multiple cris es , deepened in our cas e in recent years  by 
an omnious  dictators hip, which plundered and s hamed our country, in addition to the impacts  of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the triple cris is  of food, energy, and financing, as  well as  the one derived 
from hydro climate dis as ters , like the tropical s torms  of Eta and Iota . 
 
The phys ical clos ure of educationa l centers  and dis tance learning modalities  widened the 
his torica l inequality and lag in education, thus  increas ing the digital divide and the lack of acces s  
to quality, inclus ive and equitable learning opportunities . The privatiza tion model in economic and 
adminis trative matters  deepened in recent years , the enormous  and accelerated indebtednes s  to 
which the country was  s ubjected, led to les s  acces s  to health and education s ervices  and welfare 
(including ps ychos ocia l and s ocioemotional care), food and nutrition, and increas ed the is olation 
of s tudents  and families .  
 
By March 2020, at leas t 310,000 s tudents  had officially s topped attending the s chool s ys tem. Not 
to mention that clos e to one million young people and children do not have the opportunity to 
attend an educationa l center.  It is  a ls o important to mention the lack of acces s  to devices  and 
connectivity that would allow continuity in the education plans .  Due to thes e difficult conditions , 
s tudents  and teachers  a re internally dis placed or are forced to migrate to the U.S. due to lack of 
income for their families , poverty, economic problems  or violence-related problems . Water and 
s anitation, a long with other infras tructure conditions , in many educa tional centers  is  precarious  
or non-exis tent, affecting the attendance of children and adoles cents  when thes e centers  
reopened. 
 
In line with the call of the Secretary General of the United Nations  for the Trans forming Education 
Summit, the Minis try of Education, with the s upport of the United Nations  in Honduras , carried 
out an intens ive, inclus ive, and highly participatory proces s  with the populations  of the different 
regions  and s ectors  of the country, leading 10 national cons ultations  s tructured in the five 
thematic action tracks  in which more than 200 people participated, repres enting parent 
as s ociations , teachers , s chools  and univers ities , groups  of girls  and young women, people with 
dis abilities , returned migrants , dis placed people, indigenous  and afro des cendant groups , private 
s ector, civil s ociety, academy, amongs t others . Moreover, a  U report s urvey was  made in which 
2,200 young people s hared their vis ion for trans forming education. They jointly identified the 
mos t powerful tracks  to make education s ys tems  s tronger and more equitable, thereby driving 
progres s  on all the SDGs . Bas ed on thes e cons ulta tions , Honduras  as s umes  the following 
commitments : 
 
 

 
Inclus ive, equitable , s afe , and healthy s chools  
 

 
Promote the inclus ion of a ll Hondurans , es pecially thos e in the mos t vulnerable s ituations , by re-
founding the educational s ys tem, with policies , programs  and initia tives  that promote s ocial 
inclus ion, gender equality, equity, and educa tional qua lity in thematic a reas  including: 
 

i) Promotion of integral health and wellbeing, including s ocioemotional and 
ps ychos ocial care for s tudents  and teachers ; 
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ii) Food s ecurity and s chool nutrition; 

 
iii) Non-s exis t education; 

 
iv) Development of s ocioemotional s kills , violence prevention and culture of peace and; 

 
v) Greater inves tment in infras tructure-bios ecurity, water and s anitation, electricity, and 

s chool furniture. 
 
 

 
Learning and s kills  for life , work, and s us tainable deve lopment 
 
 

 
Review and trans form the s chool curriculum, and develop tools  for its  implementa tion, 
cons idering the s trengthening of nationa l identity, democracy, civis m and love to our country 
Similarly, develop a  new educationa l model that res ponds  to the current reality of the community: 
our s tudents , teachers  and their families , with an approach that promotes  environmental care and 
co-res pons ibility with climate change, employment generation and entrepreneurs hip, information 
and communication technologies , foreign languages , s ocio-emotiona l educa tion, citizens hip 
training for peace and human rights , divers ity, interculturalis m and multiculturalis m. An 
educational model bas ed on inclus ion and equity in learning methods . 
 
 
 

 
Teachers , teaching, and the teaching profes s ion 
 
 

Redefine the teaching career, s trengthen the capacities  and opportunities  of educators  from 
initia l tra ining to permanent and quality continuing education. Increas e inves tment to s trengthen 
teacher performance and promote greater participation in public policy decis ion-making 
proces s es  -even beyond education-, in s chool management and governance, providing the 
neces s ary tools  for their profes s ional practice with leaders hip in a  framework of innovation, 
inclus ion and equity.  The cons truction of a  liberating education for s tudents  tha t a llows  them to 
achieve development, depends , to a  great extent, on the good work of teachers .  
 
 
Promote acces s  to health and wellbeing s ervices , s ocioemotional and ps ychos ocial care for our 
teachers  is  key. 
 
 

 
Digital learning and trans formation 
 
 

Develop policies , programs  and initia tives  to reduce the digital gap by including in the s chool 
curriculum the multimodal teaching of information and communication technologies  with a  focus  
on digital citizens hip, privacy, s ecurity and violence prevention. 
 
In order to develop critical thinking s kills  in s tudents  that a llow them to dis cus s  their reality and 
their education, it is  neces s ary to reduce the digital and technological gaps . We will s trengthen 
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teacher tra ining in thes e areas  and the infras tructure capacities  in educational centers , we will 
expand and divers ify the educational res ources  available on different platforms  and 
technologica l devices , and we will a ls o identify res ources  to progres s ively provide internet 
connectivity to educa tional centers  in favor of our s tudents . At the s ame time, increas e public 
funding and s eek partners hips  that facilita te a  comprehens ive and inters ectora l approach to 
achieve technological literacy and the promotion of digital citizens hip. 
 
 

 
Financing of education 
 

 
Strengthen res ults -bas ed budgeting and cons ens us  building that a llow and guarantee an increas e 
in the neces s ary public and private inves tment in education, generating regulations  and 
participatory monitoring mechanis ms  and goals  that demons trate the qualita tive changes  
promoted through the educationa l refoundation, including curricular reform, infras tructure 
improvement, s chool feeding, profes s iona l development of teachers  and quality, non-s exis t and 
inclus ive educational materials , and their equitable dis tribution. 
 
The trans formation of education is  one of the fundamental bas es  for the re-foundation of the 
country, and achieving full acces s  and exercis e for all requires  a  commitment to the prioritization 
and s ubs tantial improvement of public education and the renewal of the private s ector, as  well 
as  the es tablis hment of alliances  tha t can make it s us tainable over time and generate 
complementary and innovative inves tment opportunities  
 
In witnes s  whereof, I, Iris  Xiomara Cas tro Sarmiento, Pres ident of the Republic of Honduras , have 
hereunto s ubs cribed this  commitment on the s eventeenth day of Augus t of the year two thous and 
and twenty-two. 
 
 
 
 
 

Iris  Xiomara Cas tro Sarmiento 
Cons titutional Pres ident of the Republic of 

Honduras  
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Honorable Witnes s es : 
 
 

 
 
 

Daniel Sponda  Alice Shackelford 
Minis ter of Education  United Nations  Res ident Coordinator in Honduras  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alexander Leicht  Mark Connolly 
Director and Repres entative 

UNESCO Clus ter Office San J os e 
Repres entation for Cos ta Rica, El Salvador, 

Honduras , Nicaragua and Panama 

 UNICEF Repres entative in Honduras  

 


